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About Founding Monsters Tales 
  
Founding Monster Tales includes illustrations and text that compliment Founding Monsters, a 
comic book written and illustrated by Maggie Colangelo from a story by Dr. Bernard K. Means 
and Maggie colangelo. All of the illustrations in Founding Monsters Tales are by Maggie 
Colangelo, who also authored all of the text with the exception of explanatory captions by Dr. 
Means on pages 4 and 8.  
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1. Gather ‘round and listen to the terrifying tale of The Man Eatin’ Mastodon (that 
never existed) 
2. Despite what the founding fathers thought, Mastodons were actually herbivores, 
meaning they only ate plants. 
a. “Well, it’s not like we could ask them! Mastodons have been extinct for over 
10,000 years!” 
3. When early scientists saw their pointed molars, they assumed the points were for 
crushing bones, not branches. 
4. Charles Wilson Peale’s son Rembrandt even positioned the tusks of their skeleton 
upside down so it could stab its “prey”. 
5. He didn't realize that tusks in that position would stab legs too. 
6. Who knows what mistakes we’re making today! 
 . “Ha! Can you believe we thought all dinosaurs were scaly?” 
 
 
Page 4: Madison Measures Weasels 
• To counteract the Comte de Buffon’s “theory of American Degeneracy,” Thomas 
Jefferson compiled statistics to show that American animals were as large or larger 
than their European counterparts. 
• Ames Madison contributed measurements of weasels--some taken very intimately--and 
found American and European weasels were comparable in size. 
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• 1804: Lewis and Clark begin exploration of the Louisiana Purchase, with instructions 
from Thomas Jefferson to find living mastodons and giant ground sloths… which had 
both been extinct for over 10,000 years. 
 
Pages 6 & 7 Mammoths vs Mastodons 
• Mammoths were larger and heavier than mastodons and had a domed head. Mammoths 
evolved about 20 million years after mastodons. Mammoths, mastodons, and elephants 
are all proboscideans, but mammoths are more closely related to modern elephants 
than mastodons. However, mammoths are set apart from mastodons and elephants by 
their dense coats and massive curved tusks. 
• Mammoth teeth have parallel ridges that are great for eating grass, like their modern 
relative the elephant. 
 
 
• Mastodons were smaller than mammoths, with shorter and straighter tusks. Mastodons 
and mammoths both existed during the Pleistocene era, but didn;t often share habitat. 
Mammoths preferred colder areas where they could graze on grasses. In contrast, 
Mastodons preferred warmer, forested areas where their pointed teeth could chew 
twigs. This preference for forested areas is part of the reason why mastodons were 
found by the founding fathers, who lived in those same forested areas thousands of 
years later. 
• A mastodon’s knobby teeth were perfect for breaking up rough twigs and leaves-but not 
meat, like some of the founding fathers thought. 
 
Page 8: Thomas Jefferson and the Great Claw 
 
• In 1796, Thomas Jefferson was mailed some claws, hand bones, and arm bones from a 
cave that is now in West Virginia. Jefferson concluded the claws elinged to an 
American Lion Three Times the size of African Lions 
• He called the mysterious beast Megalonyx, or the “Great Claw.” Sadly for Jefferson, it 




Page 9: Jefferson’s Ground Sloth Megalonyx Jeffersonii 
Page 10: The Story of Moses Williams 
1. Charles Wilson Peale was famous for painting the founding fathers and opening the 
Philadelphia Museum. 
a. “No big deal.” 
2. But did you know there was an unknown artist at the museum who made more art than 
the entire Peale family put together 
 . “Hey!” 
3. Born into slavery in 1777, Moses Williams grew up in the Peale family household. 
4. Peale loved art and made sure all of his children knew how to paint… But Moses was 
only allowed to use a physiognotrace, a machine used to make silhouettes. 
5. However the machine wasn’t very exact, so he added his own details with scissors and 
ink. 




1. Over the years, Moses made tens of thousands of portraits. Sadly, they were only 
stamped “MUSEUM”, obscuring his work. Still, he was able to buy a house for him 
and his wife eight cents at a time. 
2. And now, decades later, we can view his artistic contributions and give him the credit 
he deserved. 
 
Page 12 Back Cover 
Who was Moses Williams? Why was James Madison measuring weasels? Were mastodons 
bloodthirsty beasts? What did Thomas Jefferson hope Lewis & Clark would find on their 
expedition? 
The answers to these questions and more are revealed within these pages. By the creators of 
Founding Monsters comes a Brand-New book with all new art! 
 
